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De-identification

Privacy is an important social and political issue of increasing concern in our networked society, characterised by a growing range of 
enabling and supporting technologies and services. These include communications, multimedia, biometrics, audio-video surveillance, 
big data, data mining, cloud computing, internet, on line mapping services, and social networks. Each of these technologies and services 
can potentially be used as a basis for privacy intrusion. Efforts to address this rapidly growing problem over recent years have led to the  
emergence of de-identification as a central approach for the preservation of privacy in different scenarios of interest. Whilst the research 
undertaken to date in academia and industry has resulted in extensive progress in this field, there are still many open problems in de-
identification (e.g. multimodal and context de-identification, naturalness of de-identified videos, real-time detection of several ROIs (face,  
body  silhouette, accessories) in dynamic scenes, voice de-identification in situations where there are multiple individuals speaking  
simultaneously) that need addressing in order to achieve the required effectiveness in privacy preservation. The aim of this Special Issue 
is to establish the latest advances and current challenges in different signal processing aspects of de-identification, ranging from novel 
reversible and non-reversible algorithms/methods for unimodal/multimodal de-identification, to metrics and protocols for the evaluation of 
privacy protection, and for the assessment of the utility, naturalness and intelligibility of de-identified data. This Special Issue is associated 
with COST Action IC1206 “De-identification for Privacy Protection in Multimedia Content”. Therefore, researchers in this COST Action are 
particularly invited to submit papers. However, contribution to this Special Issue is open to all researchers working in the field and they are 
strongly encouraged to make a submission. 

Topics of interest include but are not limited to:

Important dates: 

Submission deadline: 
Dec 31 2016 

Publication Date:   
Jul 2017

All papers must be submitted through the journal’s Manuscript Central system:

http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/iet-spr

For enquiries regarding this Special Issue please contact the Guest Editors: 

OPEN ACCESS PUBLISHING NOW AVAILABLE

Editor-in-Chief: Dr James Hopgood, University of Edingburgh

n Novel signal processing algorithms and methods for reversible/
non-reversible de-identification of

biometric identifiers:
n face in still images, videos/surveillance videos
n medical imagery
n fingerprint, iris, and ear
n voice, gait and gesture

soft biometric identifiers:
n body silhouette
n gender, age, race and ethnicity
n scars, marks and tattoos 

non-biometric identifiers:
n text
n number plate 
n hairstyle and dressing style 
n context (social, political, environment)

n Multimodal de-identification 
n De-identification in drone-based surveillance system
n Metrics and protocols for the evaluation of privacy protection, and 

for the assessment of the utility, naturalness and intelligibility of 
de-identified data

All submissions are subject to the journal’s peer-review procedures. The authors should follow the journal’s Author Guide at
http://digital-library.theiet.org/journals/author-guide when preparing papers for submission to the Special Issue.
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The Institution of Engineering and Technology (IET) is working to engineer a better world. We inspire, inform and influence the global engineering 
community, supporting technology innovation to meet the needs of society. The Institution of Engineering and Technology is registered as a  
Charity in England and Wales (No. 211014) and Scotland (No. SC038698).
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Open Access Publishing Now Available
In addition to the traditional subscription-funded model, The IET now offers a gold open access publication option in  
IET Signal Processing. This allows authors to disseminate their research to a wider audience. Please contact us if you require any 
further information.

What is Open Access Publishing?
Open access publishing enables peer reviewed, accepted journal articles to be made freely available online to anyone with access 
to the internet. Open access publishing with the IET is funded through author publication charges. This model differs from the 
subscription based publishing model, whereby readers (or more commonly, readers’ institutions) pay for access to journal articles. 
For more information, contact us on journals@theiet.org.

 Why publish in IET Signal Processing?
n  Worldwide readership and database coverage - including IET Inspec, SCI, SCI-E, Scopus & Ei Compendex, allowing your research  
  to be easily accessed
n  Online submission and tracking for up-to-date progress of your paper
n  Prompt and rigorous peer review provides authors with a quick decision about publication
n  Open access option available in all IET journals allows authors to disseminate their research to a wider international audience and 
 is made freely available online
n  IET journals are available online via the IET Digital Library and IEEE Xplore for easy sharing of your research
n  Articles are published e-first in advance of the printed publication making your research available at the earliest opportunity


